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The truth must

NEARLY nwo months ago, there were reports
stating that KLIAZ would surely get its certifi-
cate of fitness by the end of January to facili-
tate the star of its operations on May 2.

The main contracter — the DEMC-Bina Puri
joint venture - pledged to complete the air-
port with its certificate of fitness by Jan 31,

This mew date came about after several
deadlines were not met to the extent that the
Government had to establish a task force 1o
monitor the progress at KLIAZ, an airport ded:-
cated to low cost carriers,

The cemificate would enable the airport
operator, Malaysia Airports Holdings Bhd
[MAHE], to conduct eperational readiness and
Alrport transfer of better known as ORAT.

But the Jan 37 deadline was not met because
the infrastructure has yet to get the green light
from the Fire and Rescue Department, the
Sepang Municipal Council and Indah Water
Konsartiam

Rectification works are under way, giving
réasons for many to doubt if the airport can be
operational by May 2.

Against this backdrop, acting Transport
Minister Datuk Seri Hishammuddin Hussein
has given a cormmitment that the deadline of
May 2 for the opening will be maintained or
the parties responsible would be penalised for
delays.

He has even said that the ORAT can be car-

ried out by MAHE immediately,

Typically, new airports need about six
months for ORAT,

Even when the main terminal, KLLA, was
built more than a decads ago, it had originally
planned for a three-month ORAT period, but
ook six months, So did Hong Kong's airport,
Bamgkok's Suvamabhumi and South Korea's
Incheon,

Delays in airport projects are not unigue to
KLIAD as it is a complicaped infrastructure.
Even when airports are opened, many face
operational issues,

For instance, Denver airport faced huge bag-
gage system problems from day one, while it
was not smooth safling at the Hong Kong

be told

What are the reasons for more delays in the opening of

KLIAZ?

internaticnal airport in its early days of opera-
tions.
The Doha airport changed its opening date

many times and now has fixed it for 20017, S0
have the authorities in Germany who have
delayed fixing the date for the opening of the
Berlin airport thus far despite Germany being
known for its machine-like efficiency.

50 KLIAZ is not alone, but people nesd to
know the truth as to what is really going on
given the many misses and delays,

The parties should be transparent aboul the
issues they face.

Is it really true that a large portion of the
miain terminal is mot ready for public occupa-

tion from the fire and safety aspects? Are there
problems with the sewerage pipes due to soil
conditions?

There are plenty of construction jobs in the
market, and the obvious guestion is whether
the contractors have bitten off more than they
can chew and that could be slowing down the
completion of KLIAZ. Are they also facing
shortage of resources?

Over a decade ago when KLA was concepiti-
alised, there was a planning committee that
dedicated two years fust to planning hefore the
start of comstruction. After the plans were
firmed wp, it did not accommodate any chang-
£5

Cniy four main contractors were appointed
toy build KLIA

In comparison, KLIAZ has too many coptrac-
tors i a bid to give many parties jobs, and it
also did not lock wp its plans, catening 1o last-
minure requests for changes. This could also
be a reason for the delay.

To be fair, the third runway, tasiway and
other supporting infrastructure were com-
pleted in December last year, making Malaysia
the first country in the region te have a thind
runway for its flagship airport.

Enough tme has been spend on trving to
complete KLIAZ, and it is easy to point fingsrs,
but this is an Important facility. Some parties
need to own up to all the delays so far,
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BERNAMA

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 5 (Bernama) -- Acting Transport Minister Datuk Seri Hishammuddin Tun Hussein assured Wednesday that
the klia2 will open as scheduled on May 2, dismissing a newspaper report that there were serious doubts on the opening date of
Asia's biggest low-cost air terminal.

He said the delay to obtain the certificate of completion and compliance (CCC) would not defer the opening of the low-cost carrier
terminal.

Malaysia Airports Holdings Bhd said yesterday that it has not received the CCC for the kila2 terminal building from the main
contractor, UEMC-Bina Puri.

Klia2 has missed several deadlines for opening with the last one scheduled for April 30 before being moved to May 2.

Hishammuddin said the government would not entertain any request to postpone the opening and that spot checks would continue
to be conducted.

Focus would be placed on issues that are preventing the klia2 from being opened as scheduled.

"If there are any quarters who deliberately try to obstruct our plans, | will not hesitate to take action," he told a press conference
Wednesday.

Asked if klia2 was ready to undergo operational readiness and airport transfer (ORAT), as required three months ahead of the
opening, Hishammuddin said it can be carried out immediately.

"ORAT can take place now but this does not apply to CCC, in fact the testing on the baggage system has to be done... instead we
are looking at ORAT, certificate and so on, to me the bigger picture is by May 2, klia2 will begin operations," he added.

Meanwhile, Deputy Transport Minister Datuk Ab Aziz Kaprawi said the low-cost air terminal was almost ready.
"Only the fire and safety requirement system needs to be modified.

"When the Fire and Rescue Department officials inspected the terminal last week, they asked for some modification, that's all.. but
the terminal can run smoothly on the ORAT.

"CCC will be issued after a minor rectification to the fire door that is being installed, they just want to change the fire door only,"
said Ab Aziz, adding that the installation would be completed by month-end.

He said cracks in a sewerage pipe outside the terminal and parts of a road and drainage that were found not fit for use would not
delay obtaining the CCC.

"We will fix it, but then it has nothing to do with ORAT because it only involves the terminal,” he added.
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Deadline on KLIA2
remains, says Hisham

‘We have to do whatever it takes to make it operational by May 2’

By LEE YEN MUN
yenmunggthestar.com.my
PUTRAJAYA: The Government is nof
budging from its guarantes that
KLIAZ will take off from May 2,

“From now until May 2, we have
to do wharever it takes o make it
operational,

I am senous (when | say) 1 will
hold those mesponsible to their
promise,

“If there are parties found to have
pbstructed this schedule, | will not
hesitate to take the necessary action
against them,” said acting Trans:
Minister Datuk Ser Hishamimuddin
Hussein.

ELA2 had missed several dead-
lines for opeming since Sepiember
2011, with the last scheduled open-
ing on April 30 deferred to May 2
this year,

Speculations owver another possi-
ble delay came on Tuesday, when
Malaysia Airports Holdings Bhd
reportedly failed to receive the cer-
tificate of completion and compli-
ance (CCC) from main contractor
UEMC-Bina Puri for the KLIAZ rermi-
nal building.

Hishammuddin told a press con-
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ference here yesterday that he would
closely monitor the matter and con-
duct spot checks at the airport site to
ensure that the project was deliv-

ered on time, This, he added, would
inclede ensunng that KLIAZ receives
the CCC and the operational readi-
ness and airport transfer (ORAT).

In a related development, Deputy
Transport Minister Datuk Abdul Aziz
Kaprawi said there were no defects
in the (XKLIAZ) terminal building,
which is almost completed,

“The contractor merely has to
make amendments to the fire and
safety features to comply with the
(Fire and Rescue Depariment ) stand-
arnds, which we hope will be in place
by the end of this month,” he said.

Meanwhile, UEM-Bina Pun con-
firmed it could not obtain the CCC by
Jan 31, allegedly due to an “unex-

pected  issue”™ which oocurred
recently during a follow-up inspec-
ton.

In the meantime, Indah Water
Komsortium Sdn  Bhd, Sepang
Municipal Council and the Fire and
Rescue Department inspected the

building last month and found 65%
of the main terminal did pot comply
with fire and salety standards.
There were also reportedly cracks
in the sewerage pipe outside the
terminal and parts of the road and
drainage were allegedly not 0t for

LSE,

On the cracked pipe, Abdul Aziz,
who chairs the KLIAZ task force,
said: “We wall fix iL"

| will hold those
responsible to their
promise. If there
are parties found
to have obstructed
this schedule, |

will not hesitate to
take the necessary

action against
them.
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